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PER CURIAM

Appellant, Sheffield Woods at Wellington Condominium Association, Inc., plaintiff below, is a
condominium association sbubj ect to Chapter 718, Florida Statutes. Appellee, Phylis Prince, defendant
below, owns a unit at Sheffield Woods. In a two count complaint, Sheffield Woods sued Prince to
foreclose a lien and for damages based on allegedly unpaid assessments. After a non-jury trial, the trial
court ruled that the lien was improper. Sheffield Woods moved for rehearing, noting that the trial court
failed to rule on its damages count. The trial court denied the motion after hearing, finding that the
claim for damages did not survive the invalidation of the lien. We respectfully disagree.

A condominium association may sue both to foreclose a lien and for damages. Fla. Stat.



§718.116(6)(a); Gulf Island Resort, L.P. v. Gulf Island Beach and Tennis Club Condémz’nium
Association, II, Inc., 740 So. 2d 64 (Fla. 2d DCA 1999). Further, “(t)he mistitling in the caption ofa . .
. pleading will not defeat the true character of a . . . pleading and the suBstance over form prevails.
Coast to Coast Real Estate, Inc. v. Waterfront Properties, Inc., 668 So. 2d 686, 687 (Fla. 4th DCA
1996) (citation omitted). Here, Sheffield Woods properly pled a claim for damages based on unpaid
assessments. Evidence to support the claim was presented at trial. The trial court erred, then, in failing
to rule on count two, the claim for damages.

The portion of the Final J uagment holding that Sheffield Woods copld not recover under its
damages claim because it failed to prevail on its lien foreclosure claim is reversed, and the action
remanded to the trial court for action consistent with this opinion.

REVERSED.

WINIKOFF, MAASS, and ROSENBERG, JJ., concur.



