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2013 JUDICIAL

March 22 Investiture of Judge Jeffrey Gillen

May 16 Judge Richard Oftedal receives 2013
Distinguished Jurist of the Year Award
for the North County Section

June 8 Judge Meenu Sasser receives 2013
Distinguished Jurist of the Year Award
for the South County Section

June 30 Chief Judge Peter Blanc ends his term of
office

July 1 Chief Judge Jeffrey Colbath begins his

term of office
August 5-8  Conference of Circuit Court Judges

October 24  Judge Lucy Chernow Brown receives

2013 Jurist of the Year Award

Best wishes to
Judges and staff for
a happy and
healthy 2014!
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JUDGE Lucy CHERNOW BROWN RECEIVES 2013 JURIST OF

On October 24, 2013,
Circuit Judge Lucy
Chernow Brown was
awarded the Jurist of the
Year Award by the Palm
Beach County Justice
Association at a dinner
reception at Bear Lakes
Country Club.

The award is given
annually to a Palm Beach
Circuit Court judge who
personifies excellence in
preserving justice and
professionalism during
trials.

I-r: Judge Catherine Brunson, Judge Lucy Chernow Brown, Fourth District Court of Appeal Judge Carole
Taylor and Palm Beach Circuit Court Judge Rosemarie Scher.

File-less

In October 2013, Judge Glenn Kelley and Judge August Bonavita volunteered to pilot a "file-less" criminal
court. In anticipation of the kick-off, stakeholders met with the Judges and court staff to discuss and provide
input on the process. The Judges' suggestion of displaying their respective criminal calendars in the judicial
viewer (ICMS), as a means for covering the dockets in a timely manner, was quickly added to ICMS by Court
Technology staff. This program enhancement has assisted other court divisions with the implementation of a
file-less process.

Front of courtroom I-r: Judge
August Bonavita , Judge Glenn
Kelley
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Joint Resolution of South Florida Voluntary Bar Associations Regarding Lawyer Civility

WHEREAS, on September 12, 2011, the Florida Supreme Court amended the oath of admission to the
Florida Bar to include a pledge of “fairness, integrity, and civility” to the court and opponents “in all written and
oral communications” (the “Oath of Civility”);

WHEREAS, voluntary bar associations throughout South Florida, including those listed in the attached
Addendumi (the “South Florida VBASs”), recognize that many attorneys maintain inter-county practices where they
appear before state and federal courts, government agencies, arbitrators, and other quasi-judicial forums throughout
South Florida;

WHEREAS, the South Florida VBAs acknowledge that a joint effort to promote the Oath of Civility on a
regional level will help promote a more uniform standard of civility and consistent application of standards of
professional courtesy across the South Florida counties;

WHEREAS, the South Florida VBAs recognize that their effort to promote the Oath of Civility within their
respective counties should attempt to reach members and non-members of the South Florida VBAs to ensure that
the message of civility is disseminated to all attorneys practicing within the VBA's counties and not just to active
members of the VBAS;

WHEREAS, the successful promotion of the Oath of Civility requires the active participation of, and
communication from, the South Florida VBAs to the attorneys in their respective communities; and

WHEREAS, the South Florida VBAs recognize that it is important to have the South Florida courts, through their
respective Chief Judges, affirm and agree to support this resolution together with the South Florida VBAs.

IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS:

The South Florida VBAs jointly resolve that they shall work together to actively promote the Oath of
Civility and adherence to accepted standards of professional courtesy across the South Florida VBAs’ respective
counties;

The South Florida VBAs hereby resolve to jointly promote the above through a series of articles, seminars,
membership lunches, press releases, and correspondence directed to members and non-members of the South
Florida VBAS’ respective counties; and

The South Florida VBAs, through their respective Officers, Boards of Directors, and Professionalism
Committees, shall work with the Chief Judges of South Florida’s courts to promote the above in a manner most
likely to improve civility awareness and adherence to accepted standards of professional courtesy.

The South Florida VBAs resolve to promote the Oath of Civility and adherence to accepted standards of
professional courtesy to attorneys appearing before the state and federal courts, government agencies, arbitrators
and other quasi-judicial forums throughout South Florida.
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JUDICIAL ROTATION 2014
I —————————————————————

DIVISION | 2013 ASSIGNMENT ’ 2014 ASSIGNMENT CHAMBERS/COURTROOM
CIRCUIT CIVIL DIVISION
AA P. Blanc P. Blanc* 11.1208/11-A
AB J. Gillen T. Barkdull, Il 11.1204/11-B
AG D. Crow D. Hafele 9.1215/9-C
AJ *J. Marx T. McCarthy 10.2214/10-E
JUVENILE DIVISION
JO D. Hafele J. Martz 3.1404/3B
JA J. Martz J. Marx Belle Glade
2 days not established R. Scher# 3.1406/3A
FAMILY DIVISION
FA R. Scher R. Scher# 6.1208/6D
FC T. Barkdull* C. Burton 6.2208/6)
FH J. Phillips&t J. Phillips* North County/3
Fl K. Marx K. Marxx North County/4
FW J. Martz J. Marx Belle Glade
Fz T. McCarthy J. Gillen South County /3
PROBATE & GUARDIANSHIP DIVISION
H J. Phillips& J. Phillips North County /3
Il K. Marx K. Marxx North County /4
1z Temp. Closed J. Gillen South County/3
CIRCUIT CRIMINAL DIVISION
v C. Burton D. Crow 10.2208/10-G
T/KK2 J. Martzx J. Marx & MH Gun Club
COUNTY CIVIL DIVISION
RF D. Moses Stephens F. Castor 6.2205/6-L
COUNTY CRIMINAL DIVISION
B L. Hanser L. Hanser* 2.2608/2-E
C F. Castor S. Cunningham 9.2203/9-H
P A. Bonavita* A. Bonavita 4.2606/4-D
DV/TD S. Cunningham D. Moses Stephens 2.2610/2-C
KKI/KD C. Shepherd" C. Shepherdxpc Gun Club/1

* Div. Administra-
tive Judge

& Includes Mental
Health Division

X Administrative Judge of Satellite
Courthouse

DC Presides over Drug Court

15th Judicial Circuit — Circuit Courier

# This division includes 2 days of
Juvenile

Page 5

# This is a Family/Juvenile division with
3 days of Family
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NATIONAL ADOPTION DAY
I

Adoptive families, adoption supporters,
government officials, volunteers and child
advocates joined to celebrate National
Adoption Day in Palm Beach County on
Friday, November 22, 2013. More than 25
children in foster care were adopted into
permanent loving families. This annual fun
filled day featured a delicious lunch,
clowns, face painting, balloon creations,
caricaturists, and a magic show followed
by an award ceremony, and keynote
speakers.

I-r: Judge Donald Hafele, Judge Kathleen Kroll, Chief Judge Jeffrey Colbath, Judge

Opemng ceremonies included a warm Ronald Alvarez, Judge James Martz.

welcome from Chief Judge Jeffrey
Colbath and comments from guest
speakers, Liz Quirantes, News Anchor and
Host of CBS 12’s Forever Family and Gia
Tutalo-Mote, Founder & CEO of Forever
Family. Additionally, Jim Sackett
presented the annual Jim Sackett Adoption
Advocate Award to Maria Bond and the
Foster and Adoptive Parent Association
(FAPA). Ms. Bond, who was once in
foster care and has adopted children, began
working at FAPA a number of years ago as
an administrative staff, is now the
Executive Director. FAPA supports
adoptive and foster parents throughout the
year. At the end of the ceremony the
juvenile Judges finalized several adoptions
for joyous parents and children.

Judge Moses Baker

The event was hosted by Court
Administration and coordinated by
community representatives from the
following agencies: Children’s Home
Society, ChildNet, Inc., Department of
Children and Families, Foster Children’s
Project, Guardian ad Litem Program, Legal
Aid Society of Palm Beach County, and
Palm Beach County Bar Association.

Judge James Martz

. Judge Ronald
A very special thank you to: Judge Ronald Alvarez

Alvarez, Judge Moses Baker Jr., Judge
Donald Hafele, Judge Kathleen Kroll,
and Judge James Martz.
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NEW ATTORNEY BREAKFAST

On November 01, 2013, the
Professionalism Committee of the Palm
Beach County Bar Association, in
conjunction with the judges of the
Fifteenth Judicial Circuit, held its third
annual New Attorney Breakfast. This
program, launched in May 2012 by
General Counsel Amy Borman, reaches
out to newly admitted attorneys practicing  Chief Judge Jeffrey Colbath, Judge Rosemarie
in Palm Beach County to help demystify  Scher, Judge Thomas Barkdull

the legal practice in this Circuit and
provide an overview of all that the Palm
Beach County legal community has to
offer.

Judge August Bonavita, Amy Borman

L-r: Judge Richard
Oftedal, Judge Diana
Lewis, Judge John
Kastrenakes, Judge
Joseph Marx.

The morning began with breakfast
attended by new attorneys, judges and
members of the various voluntary bar
associations in Palm Beach County.

The program began with opening remarks
by Chief Judge Jeffrey Colbath. Judges
Joseph Marx, John Kastrenakes, Diana
Lewis, Richard Oftedal, Rosemarie
Scher, August Bonavita and Magistrate
Thomas Baker participated in a panel
discussion to assist new lawyers navigate
the civil, criminal, family, probate and
foreclosure practice areas.

L-r: Greg Coleman, Magistrate Thomas Baker,

Other speakers included Greg Coleman, Judge Rosemarie Scher

President Elect of The Florida Bar, Cindy
Guerra, Chief Operations Officer of the
Clerk and Comptroller's Office and Jill
Weiss, President of the Palm Beach
County Bar Association.

Amy Borman,

Michael Mopsick Below: Judges and new
attorneys

Each voluntary bar association was
introduced and their representative
provided details of their goals and purpose
and encouraged membership as a means to
help new attorneys with the practice of
law in the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit.

The morning concluded with a tour of the
Main Courthouse and the Clerk's Office.
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VETERANS’ COURT
]

November 04, 2013, marked the third anniversary of the Fifteenth Circuit Veterans’ Court (VA Court). The
Fifteenth Circuit’s Veterans’ Court, spearheaded by former Chief Judge Peter Blanc, was the first of its kind
in Florida when it launched on Veterans Day, 2010. From the beginning, Judge Ted Booras, a U.S. Marine
Corps Veteran, has presided over the court proceedings. The program seeks to give Veterans an opportunity to
get their lives back on track by addressing the problems underlying their criminal behavior and by providing
the support necessary to reach that goal.

The Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office Color Guard opened the ceremony followed by a welcome by Judge
Booras. Speakers included: Charlene Szabo, Director Veterans Health Care Administration; and special guest
speaker Congressman Ted Deutch who emphasized the cost savings to Palm Beach County and the State of
Florida of $1.5 million by reducing the number of jail bed days needed to house Veterans.

Veterans’ Court exists as a result of the efforts of the Judiciary, Office of the State Attorney, Office of the
Public Defender, the Clerk and Comptroller’s Office, Department of Corrections, Department of Veterans
Affairs, Veterans Association, Stand Down House, Vietnam Veterans of America, Law Enforcement and
Court Administration.

L-r: Johanna Rivera, Louis Kurtz, Judge Booras, Michael Coleman, Carla Dasilva,
Maryann Duggan, Fred Solomon, Dave Aronberg, Steve Benedict, Congressman
Deutch, Jerry Klein, and Michelle Spangenberg.

Ted Deutch, Judge Laura Johnson,
Judge Ted Booras

PBC Sheriff’s Office Color Guard

L-r: Louis Kurtz, Rosalyn Baker, Judge Ted Booras, Ted Deutch,
Dave Aronberg
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IN THE COMMUNITY
]

Veterans’ Court Statistics
Veterans’ Court Stand Down Event

Veterans’ Court was created November 11, 2010

pursuant to Administrative Order 4.905-11/10, On Saturday, September 28, 2013, the
signed by Chief Judge Peter D. Blanc. The Veterans' Court team participated in the
following statistics are current, as of September 30, Stand Down Event at Pompey Park. The
2013: purpose of the event is to assist Veterans

with health screenings, haircuts, clothing,
food, and housing assistance.

e 832 Veterans have been connected or re-
engaged with the Veterans Health Care
Administration.

e 73 Veterans were identified as homeless and
housed in a Health Care for Homeless
Veterans Contract Program.

e 37 Veterans have obtained gainful
employment via the Compensated Work
Therapy Program.

e 250 Veterans have met all conditions set forth
by Veterans’ Court to include mental health
and substance abuse programs.

e 58 Veterans are currently assigned Mentors.

e 1214 Cases were assigned to Veterans’ Court.
Of these 741 were defendants, 702 males, and

39 females.
o $1.5 million Cost savings since inception of Judge Ted Booras (third from right) with members from the Veterans’
Veterans’ Court Court Team at the Stand Down Event.

Judicial Lunch Series

On October 23, 2013, the Palm Beach
County Bar Association Criminal Law
Practice Committee hosted a judicial
luncheon presenting, “The Nuts and Bolts
of Practice in Domestic Violence Parts”.
The judicial panel consisted of Judges
August Bonavita and Leonard Hanser
with Tama Beth Kudman, Esq., as the
moderator.

I-r: Tama Beth Kudman, Judge Leonard Hanser, Judge August Bonavita
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AROUND THE CIRCUIT

Staff Lunch and Learn

On October 10, 2013, Court Administration
held a lunch and learn on “Water Safety.”
Steve Kaes, Palm Beach County Ocean
Rescue Training Officer, presented on how
to escape a rip current, dangerous marine
life, and the many life saving techniques
lifeguards are trained to use.

Also, as part of the Lunch and Learn series,
Court Administration sponsored Amber
Girtman, Financial Advisor with Gold Coast
District, VALIC Financial Advisors, Inc.
Ms. Girtman presented on "Investment and
Retirement Advice" which included advice
and techniques for employees hoping to
save for retirement.

Amber Girtman

Process Server Training

Annual certification and renewal training was held for more than 300 Certified Process Servers in the Circuit.
General Counsel, Amy
Borman, led the
recertification training,
informing the process servers
on legislation changes and
case law updates. Process
Servers serve non
enforceable initial process
within the Fifteenth Judicial
Circuit.

For more information on
Certified Process Servers go
to: www.15thcircuit.com/
processservers.

Amy Borman leads the recertification training for process servers.
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AROUND THE CIRCUIT

Courthouse Security Training

On October 15, 2013, court staff
attended training on Courthouse
Security and Safety. Florida Supreme
Court Marshal, Silvester Dawson
presented on the kinds of security issues
that courthouse workers may face, such
as angry and hostile litigants, suspicious
mail, suspicious activity of a person and
how to protect yourself in the event of
an active shooter.

Florida Supreme Court Marshal Silvestor Dawson

Law Librarians Host 2013 Annual Conference Excel Training

Law Librarians, Linda Sims and Sara Jones, hosted the 35th Marla Jacknin, Court Analyst, conducted an

annual conference of the Florida State Court and County Excel level one training for court staff. The
Law Librarians (FSCCLL), October 03-05, 2013. training, which focused on the basics of
Excel, was well received. One participant
The Conference, entitled “Endings Are Just New noted, "...it was a great training. I was able to
Beginnings” focused on the changes that have occurred in go back to my office and use what I had
legal researching and law librarianship. It also celebrated learned, immediately." The Excel level one
those members who will be retiring after many years of course will be repeated for those persons who
service to their libraries and to the association. The were unable to attend the December 10th
Conference attendees consisted of county law librarians training.

from across the State. Also in attendance were librarians
from the Florida Supreme Court and federal libraries.

Judge Nelson Bailey swears in the new FSCCLL officers for 2013-14.
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COLUMBUS DAY TRAINING

The Fifth Annual Columbus Day in-
house training for court staff was held
on October 14, 2013. Trial Court
Administrator, Barbara Dawicke,
assembled a variety of training sessions
designed to help staff improve their
skills in an enjoyable and relaxed
atmosphere.

Chief Judge Jeffrey Colbath
welcomed the Columbus Day attendees
and thanked everyone for their
continued service for the good of the
Circuit and the citizens of Palm Beach
County. Immediately following Judge Kimberly Papillon facilitates the Plenary Session
Colbath, the Plenary speaker, Kimberly “The Better Mind”

Papillon, presented on “The Better
Mind,” a fascinating insight into the
neuroscience of brain chemistry and
why we react as we do.

After the Plenary, attendees separated
out into training sessions that addressed
improving work skills, to improving
one’s health, such as Health and
Wellness with Dr. Cameron Bishop to
informational sessions such as Florida
History by retired Judge Nelson
Bailey.

Judicial Education: Marshal Silvester Dawson on Courthouse Security

Other courses included: Amazing Race,
Cristy Altaro; CPR, Life First; FRS,
Harry Opian; Meditation, David
Cronin; Personal Safety and Identity
Theft, Kevin Gilpin; Tips and Tricks
for Apple Products, Noel Chessman
and Reinaldo Llovet. A special
training for the Judges on courthouse
safety and security was presented by
Florida Supreme Court Marshal,
Silvester Dawson.

Columbus Day training in 2014 will
held on Monday, October 13.

Judge Nelson Bailey teaches “Florida History”
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COLUMBUS DAY TRAINING: (CONT.)

Noel Chessman and Reinaldo Llovet teach

“Tips and Tricks for Apple Products”

FRS Training Health and Wellness

Court staff listen to the Plenary speaker
Kimberly Papillon
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AROUND THE CIRCUIT

Excellence Awards

Congratulations to those persons nominated for the
Judicial Assistant (JA) Recognition Award for the
third quarter of 2013: Nancy Brody, Stefanie Lee,
Gloria Lozano, Dawn McClelland, Marie Murphy,
Autumn Peek, Maryann Yarosz.

Dawn McClelland
and Judge Barry
Cohen

Congratulations, also, to those persons nominated
for the Court Administration employee of the third
quarter of 2013: Brenda August, Gina Evangelista,
Irene Nocera, Jennifer Printz, Connie Thomas.

The Selection Committee had a difficult time
choosing a final candidate for each category
because of the quality of the candidates.

On October 29, the results were announced at a
ceremony and Dawn McClelland was named the
JA for the quarter ending September 2013 and
Gina Evangelista was named the Court
Administration employee for the same quarter.

Gina Evangelista

The winning Judicial Assistant and Court Staff
person received a plaque, a paid Administrative
leave day, a photo in the newsletter, and four
weeks of parking in the Judicial parking garage.

Thanks For Giving

The Circuit’s judicial assistants and staff
collected canned goods and other foods for the
“Thanksgiving Food Drive” sponsored by
Channel 5 news.

In appreciation of the Court staff's contributions
to the food drive, Barbara Dawicke and all of the
Circuit Directors hosted a "Thanks for Giving"
pie and dessert event. The Court Administrator
and Directors donated desserts to the event and

served the Judicial Assistants and staff as an I-r: Court Administration pie servers: Mary Quinlan, Barbara Dawicke,
expression of the Circuit's gratitude for their Bill Moreno, Tara Kranz, Devon Mugridge, Michelle Spangenberg.
generosity.
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SCENES OF THE SEASON

“Caring Canines”
Appreciation Event

The Circuit’s therapy dog
program, Caring Canines, held
an appreciation event on
Thursday, December 19, for the
volunteer dog and handler teams.

Judge Ronald Alvarez and
Magistrate Judette Fanelli
welcomed everyone and
acknowledged the benefit the
program has brought to families
involved in the court system.

Caring Canines and their
handlers volunteer their time to
help comfort children who are in
court.

Standing I-r: Pat Mullin-Winnie; Neil Cleary-Mayday; Maureen Parsons-Karma; Karen Richy-Sunshine; Linda Crisman-Rufus; Judge Ronald Alvarez;
Corinne Slade-Mickey; Judge Donald Hafele; Magistrate Judette Fanelli

Kneeling I-r: Lin Cleary-Shillelagh; Jayme Jarvis-Teyo,; Susan Goldsmith-Shiloh; Allyn Galloway-Beau ; Pat O’Hara-Scarlett; Lynn Henderson- Kiara
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SCENES OF THE SEASON

e
Holiday Luncheon

On December 12, Court Administration hosted
the Holiday Potluck Luncheon at the Main
Judicial Complex. Over sixty employees
prepared dishes for the luncheon. During this
event, employees were able to enjoy music,
watch Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker Ballet, and
participate in a trivia game. Christine Gardner
(Trial Court Law Clerk), who won the trivia
game, received a custom artwork glass designed
by Conita Kuhn (Foreclosure Secretary). Thanks SR

to everyone who help?d to make this an eventful I-r: HR staff: William Hutchings, Astrid Limozin, Germaine English,
and memorable occasion. Rosa Diaz, David Juhe, Letitia Warren.

South County Holiday Luncheon

South County Photos: Deputy Shelly Harsh

I-r: Noel Chessman, Stewart Saalfield, Sarwar Siddiqui,
Reinaldo Llovet, Lynn Anzalone, Shilpa Proddutor

I-r: Judge Daliah Weiss, Magistrate Diane Kirigin, Judge Timothy McCarthy,
Judge Moses Baker, Magistrate Joyce Cohen, Judge David French

I-r: Debra Oats, Rhonda Dardashti, Adrione Gibbs, Rhoda Jones,
Janet Leach Ruth.

|-r:
Above: Barbara
Dawicke, Kathy Sanchez

Christine Gardner,
Conita Kuhn

I-r: Angela Afandor, James Fanelli,
Tricia Cesarone
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VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION

Court Administration hosted two Volunteer
Appreciation Day events — one at the Main
Judicial Complex on November 5, and one at the
South County Courthouse on November 6. The
theme for the Volunteer Appreciation Day
events this year was “Volunteers Rock!”

Both events included a catered breakfast and an
awards presentation. Each of the dedicated
Volunteers received a certificate and pin
recognizing their service to the Court and the
public.

Judge Richard Oftedal delivered an
appreciation speech to the volunteers who
attended the Main Courthouse event.

Above: Judge Richard

. . Oftedal thanks the
Judge Reginald Corlew delivered the volunteers for their

appreciation speech to the volunteers at the service.
South County event.

-

Judge Richard Oftedal
and Court Administrator
Barbara Dawicke greet
therapy dog Karma and
handler Maureen.

RS

Court Administration Human Resources staff,
Will Hutchings and Germaine English.

L-r: Gary Kane, John Achenbach, Alan Wagner, Walter Colbath,lll., Judge Reginald Corlew thanks the volunteers for their service in the South
Sonia Caplan and Alfred Celcis. County Courthouse.
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ADMINISTRATIVE ORDERS

e ———————

Administrative Orders amended October 1-December 31,
2013:

11.110-10/13 IN RE: APPOINTMENT OF CIRCUIT JUDGES AS
ACTING COUNTY JUDGES

IN RE: FORECLOSURE DIVISION CASE STATUS
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

11.109-11/13 DUTY JUDGE ROSTER

11.101-12/13 IN RE: ASSIGNMENT OF JUDGES

5.107-12/13 ASSIGNMENT OF NEWLY FILED CASES IN UNIFIED
FAMILY COURT SOUTH COUNTY FAMILY DIVISIONS
FX" "FY" and "FZ,

6.103-12/13* ASSIGNMENT OF CASES SOUTH COUNTY PROBATE/
GUARDIANSHIP MENTAL HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE
ABUSE DIVISIONS “IX” “IY” AND “IZ "

3.313-11/13

For updates to the latest Administrative Orders (AO’s) for
the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit, please see our website at:

http://15thcircuit.co.palm-beach.fl.us/web/guest/ao.

15th Judicial Circuit
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For more information, contact:
Gina Evangelista at GEvangelista@pbcgov.org or
Barbara Dawicke at BDawicke@pbcgov.org
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New Hires:

Jasmin Rios-Juvenile Court Case Manager
Star Searcy-Judicial Assistant

Adelina Ruiz-Baez-Trial Court Law Clerk
Marissa Sansone-Administrative Assistant

e

March
7 Annual Bench-Bar Conference
9-14 Florida Judicial College (II)

COURT HOLIDAYS

January
1 New Years’ Day
20 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Caring Canine Beau

The Circuit Courier
Published by the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit

Jeffrey Colbath Chief Judge
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