IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 3.907-3/15

IN RE: PALM BEACH COUNTY WAGE DISPUTE DOCKET

AND CREATION OF “WD” DIVISION
: /

Palm Beach County and Legal Aid Society of Palm Beach County have entered into an

agreement in an effort to assist those individuals in disputes regarding unpaid wages. In order to
increase the fair, effective, and efficient resolution of these disputes, a specialized docket is hereby
created and one Judge shall preside over this docket.

NOW, THEREFORE, pursuant to the authority conferred by Florida Rule of Judicial

Administration 2.215, it is ORDERED as follows:

L.

The Administrative Office of the Court’s Technology Department created Division “WD”
and all Wage Dispute cases within the small claims jurisdiction of the court shall be assigned
to this Division.

Pursuant to Administrative Order 3.606, the Plaintiff is required to file a Civil Cover Sheet
for all newly filed County Civil Cases. The Clerk and Comptroller shall review the Civil
Cover Sheet to determine if a case is a small claims wage dispute, and if so, the Clerk and
Comptroller shall assign the case to Division “WD”. In the event a case is identified as a
small claims wage dispute and the case was not assigned to Division “WD?”, the divisional
judge may prepare an Order of Reassignment to the Wage Dispute Division.

At the time of filing, if the case is filed by a pro-se litigant, the Clerk and Comptroller shall
provide the litigant with a copy of the attached handout (in English, Spanish or Creole)
referring the litigant to the Legal Aid Society of Palm Beach County.

A County Judge will preside over this docket and hearings shall take place at the Palm Beach
County Courthouse on the last Thursday of each month, subject to change by the presiding
Judge, beginning at 10:00 a.m. Additional docket sessions will be scheduled depending on
the volume of cases.

The Alternative Dispute Resolution Office shall work with the volunteer mediators to



identify a team of mediators to coordinate and attend pre-suit mediation and to appear during
pretrial hearings to assist in the resolution of these cases.

6. The Administrative Office of the Court, in collaboration with the Legal Aid Society of Palm
Beach County, will facilitate collection and maintenance of the statistical data for the
program. In addition to tracking the number of cases assigned to the Division, number of
cases scheduled for hearing, and court disposition, a record of the funds recovered shall be
maintained on a monthly basis.

7. In the event that the presiding judge in Division WD determines that the circumstances of
any particular case assigned to Division WD indicate that the case would be appropriate for
transfer to a regular civil division, the judge will direct the Clerk and Comptroller to
randomly reassign that case.

DONE and SIGNED, in Chambers, at West Palm Beach, Palm Beach County, Florida, this
1 day of March, 2015. '

Jeffrey Folbath
Chief Judge

*supersedes admin. order 3.907 - 12/12
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